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Physical computing prototyping is a complex task that involves both software and hardware. In continuous prototyping scenarios, a diverse
range of makers may encounter a variety of obstacles that arise from their differing objectives, expertise levels, and prototyping procedures.
Thus, it is essential to provide makers with in-situ assistance during physical computing prototyping to bridge the gap between conception
and creation. To address this issue, we have developed systems that aid makers in physical computing prototyping. Our previous research
involved formative studies that identified the challenges makers face during the prototyping process. Based on the issues we discovered,
we have designed systems that offer in-situ assistance in physical computing, enabling users of varying knowledge levels to prototype
their concepts. In this workshop, we introduce our previously proposed systems and discuss how to support makers in different stages of
the prototyping process as their expertise levels fluctuate over time.
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1 FLUCTUATING MAKER’S EXPERTISE

Many researches and tools for physical computing prototyping primarily focused on novice or expert makers, however,
most makers are perpetually at an intermediate level. Some are experts in software or hardware but novices in the other
fields, and they are rarely experts or novices in all disciplines required for physical computing. The difficulties of designing
interaction for physical computing leads to makers’ different experience levels. In addition, according to Cooper [1],
“Although everybody spends some minimum time as a beginner, nobody remains in that state for long. People don’t like
to be incompetent, and beginners, by definition, are incompetent. Conversely, learning and improving is rewarding, so
beginners become intermediates very quickly — or they drop out altogether.” Commonly, user interaction designs come
from satisfying these intermediate users with different levels of experience [1], but it is enormously more complicated to

unleash interaction design for makers because of the multiple levels of experience that exist in multidimensional areas.

2 IN-SITU ASSISTANCE SYSTEMS FOR PHYSICAL COMPUTING PROTOTYPING

Makers encounter various challenges that stem not only from the constantly shifting and evolving nature of their expertise
but also from the complexity of the problems they need to tackle. These problems arise from diverse goals and multiple
processes, requiring makers to be proficient in a range of technical and creative skills. To address these difficulties related
to the multidimensional nature of physical computing prototyping, researchers have proposed various tools that aim to
simplify the involved tasks (software and hardware) for novices [2] or provide functionalities, i.e., showing the inner states
of a live circuit [3], for experts. However, those systems have yet fully supported the varying expertise range of users in
the corresponding continuous prototyping iteration and situation. Consequently, bridging the gap between idea and
prototype requires providing makers with in-situ assistance during physical computing prototyping to help overcome the
challenges of fluctuating expertise levels and ensure a smooth iteration process.

To address these challenges, we developed a suite of systems (figure 1) for in-situ assistance in physical computing to
enable users with varying levels of knowledge to prototype their ideas. We conducted formative studies to investigate
makers' difficulties throughout the exploring, prototyping, and testing/debugging stages of the process. Based on our
findings, we developed three distinct systems to address the identified issues.
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Figure 1: Developed physical computing prototyping systems. VirtualComponent for exploring circuit design, SchemaBoard for circuit
implementation and inspection, and HeyTeddy, test-driven assistance system, for developing software of hardware behavior
2.1 VirtualComponent

VirtualComponent [5] is a modular mixed-reality tool that allows users to construct a breadboard circuit with a combination

of physical and virtual components. Using an augmented-reality interface, users can place virtual components onto a



physical breadboard and adjust their values and properties within the software. These modifications are instantly reflected
in the electrical characteristics of the physical breadboard. For instance, the resistance between the terminals of a virtual

resistor can be measured in physical form, and its value corresponds to the value set in the software.

2.2 SchemaBoard

SchemaBoard [6] is an augmented breadboard that supports the transition from on-screen schematic representations of a
circuit to its corresponding physical instantiation on a breadboard. SchemaBoard facilitates the assembly and inspection
tasks of circuit design by maintaining a dual representation of circuit diagrams and providing in-situ visualization using an
LED matrix underneath the breadboard. This enables users to correctly place components on the breadboard and quickly

check whether the layout is consistent with the schematic diagram.

2.3 HeyTeddy

HeyTeddy [4] is a conversational agent designed to facilitate the programming and execution of code on an Arduino device
in real time through natural language dialogue. The system enables users to operate the device without the need to write
actual code. HeyTeddy can be accessed through either a voice-based interface or a web chat. Spoken or written commands
are parsed, interpreted, and executed in real-time, resulting in physical changes to the hardware. For instance, the “write
high” command configures an I/O pin to behave as a digital output with its internal state set to high, thereby enabling
driving an LED. Thus, the user is relieved from the task of writing, compiling, and uploading code on the hardware.
Moreover, HeyTeddy provides TDD (Test Driven Development) functionalities, supervises the user's choices, and guides
them through each step needed to assemble the circuit, preventing incorrect logic (e.g., writing an analog value to a digital
pin). The system offers users the option of testing individual components through separate unit tests without interrupting
their workflow. Finally, HeyTeddy allows the user to export the issued commands as written code for Arduino, thereby

providing an Arduino sketch in C++ ready for upload.
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